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Oath/Declaration 

. The new oath provided 1 1/8/04 is acceptable. 

Remarks 

Applicants' comments stating that "they do not acquiesce in any claim 
construction based upon that statement. Applicants respectfully remind the 
examiner that claim interpretation is a matter for the courts" is not well taken. In 
fact, it is the function of the examiner to construe the claims as presented. See 
in re Volk, 207 USPQ 1086. Additionally the examiner has made the most 
reasonable interpretation of the scope of the instant claims consistent with the 
specification, another function of the examiner, and has conveyed this position 
clearly and consistently throughout prosecution of this application. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the specification, line 2 of the continuing data, prior to the period, insert 
"now U.S. Patent No. 6,696,383". 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Elizabeth D. Wood whose telephone number 
is 571-272-1377. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 5:30-2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mark Bell can be reached on 571-272-1364. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http.V/pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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